HISTORY OF FELLOWSHIP BIBLE CHURCH

In 1946, following a revival in Oskaloosa in which God wonderfully answered prayer and poured
out His Spirit, several requested that Rev. I.E. Anderson lead a Bible study. Because of interest
from individuals from several churches, it soon became an interdenominational Bible study
meeting every week for two years at the old YWCA downtown. At that time there was no
thought of this fellowship becoming a church but as the months passed, the group became
aware of modernism creeping into their own churches. As they committed themselves to Bible
reading (including “Through the Bible” study guides by Roper), prayer, study, and discussion,
they grew strong in the Lord and began to possess a real burden for the unsaved. This burden
and the need for a place where the Gospel could be clearly proclaimed kept increasing on the
hearts of many and much prayer and consideration was given in the months that followed.
However, they had no leader and no meeting place.

About the same time, Pastor Stan Benson had been sensing the pressure of modernism at his
place of ministry. One evening while visiting some friends, he made the statement that if he
had twelve tithing families, he would start a work in Oskaloosa. A mutual friend called Rev. I.E.
Anderson telling him what had been said and Rev. Anderson contacted Pastor Benson. They
found that they had the same burden upon their hearts. Pastor Stan was ready to answer any
calling of the Lord and they made it a matter of prayer.

A few days later it was discovered that the Seventh Day Adventist Church building could be
rented. A paper was circulated, and 18 individuals committed themselves to become members
and support the work with their prayers and finances. Pastor Stan Benson was called as Pastor
and further discussion resulted in the church being named The Fundamental Missionary
Church.

On June 7, 1948, they met for the first time in their rented facilities that became known to
them as the “Little Brown Church.”

There was a great missionary emphasis in the church from the very beginning as missionaries
came and went in an almost constant stream. Each left a fresh reminder of the tremendous
task and unselfish sacrifice of the missionary heart. More than $2,200 went to the mission fields
that first year. Home missionary work also opened to the new church when the Light House
Mission on High Avenue West found itself without a sponsor and the Fundamental Missionary
Church was invited to sponsor this project. Sunday School was held in both places.

Just one year and one month after organizing, hopes for a building of their own became a
reality. On July 3, 1949, a building fund got underway and a sum of $7,000 was pledged with
many praising God for His guidance and care. Many expressed the feeling and burden to
expand the church’s Gospel witness at the Annual Meeting held June 28, 1950 and the property
at the corner of “A” Avenue West and North “I” Street was investigated and purchased. Later
that year on October 11 it was officially moved that the Fundamental Missionary Church be
dissolved and that the name of the Oskaloosa Gospel Tabernacle be adopted.



In the first part of 1951 consolidation of the church and mission work took place and all
activities became centralized at the “Tabernacle House” at 115 North “I” Street.

The situation was not the best for convenience, but was ideal psychologically. The constant

crowded conditions that prevailed in Sunday School and church kept everyone aware of the
need for the new Tabernacle building. At that time around 143 were being crowded into the
seven rooms of the “Tabernacle House.”

In October of 1952 building plans were completed, faith rose to smother fears, and with around
$1,000 in the building fund and a pile of blocks on the lot, a ground breaking service was held.
Boys from the Junior Sunday School Class turned the first shovels of dirt since they had won the
Sunday School fund campaign. The faithful crowd believed God and pledged themselves to a
decision which would test their faith in repeated times of need through the many stresses and
strains of building a church with voluntary labor.

Help came from miles around as the first truckload of concrete was poured. Every volunteer
kept busy and even strangers were handed shovels and rakes as the deliveries of concrete
arrived. One man was experienced in laying concrete blocks and several others soon learned
after a few days of apprenticeship. Winter approached fast that year and on the last Friday in
November work was terminated for the winter.

It was a long winter as the congregation looked out of the crowded rooms of the Tabernacle
House on the snow-covered unfinished work. However, the building fund continued to grow
during those months.

Early in the spring before work could be done outside, sills were made in the preacher’s garage,
the rafters were ordered and arrangements were made for several masons as soon as the
weather opened up. As the summer progressed and as the deadline for the dedication drew
near, five o’clock in the morning wasn’t too early for many men who came and worked until
they had to leave for their jobs. After work, they would return and labor into the night, working
many nights until midnight and after. On December 6, 1953, the Tabernacle was dedicated.

The Tabernacle continued to grow and on October 16, 1966 a finished educational unit, parking
lot, and a new parsonage were dedicated to the glory of God.

Three years later on March 23, 1969, Rev. Stan Benson who had served as the first pastor
returned from California to help dedicate the enlarged and remodeled sanctuary and additional
educational facilities.

In 1966 the remodeled facilities were dedicated “...as a place where the Word of God may go
forth in purity and power, where sinners may hear the blessed Gospel of Grace and accept
Christ as Savior, where Saints may be ‘built up in the most Holy Faith...” A church that will



sound forth the Gospel to the ends of the Earth” ...and so it has continued to do so down
through the years.

In 1984 a sloped roof was put over the educational wing to remedy the leaking problems
caused by the flat roof.

In 1995, as a result of contemporary confusion surrounding the church’s name, the Oskaloosa
Gospel Tabernacle voted to change its name to Fellowship Bible Church.

We hope to update this full history in the near future.



