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This is the second of three Focus articles
about what Christ teaches us about
prayer. My goal in writing these is not
only that we gain more knowledge about
prayer, but that we get more active in
prayer.
In 2015, we tried to make prayer more

of a focus at FBC. I didn’t plan when
we finished Joshua and jumped into the
Gospel of Matthew that we would end
the year and start the New Year in the
Lord’s Prayer, but that’s exactly what
happened. Because these verses are so
familiar, I think we often believe there
isn’t more to be said than what is said,
but that is probably because we haven’t
ever really put very much thought into
the Lord’s Prayer.

The truth is, when Jesus taught His
disciples to pray, He was teaching them,
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By Pastor Rodney De Ronde

and us, much more than just about pray-
er. It is really one of the clearest, most
concise, descriptions in all of scripture
of what it means to be a follower of
Christ. The only teaching that might top
it is the command to “love the Lord your
God with all your heart and with all your
soul and with all your strength and with
all your mind, and love your neighbor as
yourself.”

We learn in Christ’s prayer, there
isn’t anything we need more than Him.
So, in speaking to our Father in heaven
and requesting from Him what we need
the most, we find we’re lead back to
Him. He is both the giver of what we
need and the “what” of our needs. We
can’t buy Him or work to earn Him, but
only accept Him by faith as He freely

(Continued on page 2)
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By Clark Ullerich, Missions Deacon

ow do you participate in God’s

desire to reach the unreached?
There are opportunities all around us,
both near and far from us. We can give
and serve directly with several outreach
organizations right here in Oskaloosa, or
we can take a trip to any corner of the
world to serve for a short time there. We
support missionaries who serve through-
out our world through prayer and finan-
cial support as a church and individually
in many different ways. Are you com-
fortable in how you are involved in mis-
sions? Would you like to grow? Either
way, there are opportunities to learn and
engage in different ways this year.

Join us February 12-14 for our annu-
al Missions Event at FBC. We will have
a prayer and worship meeting on Friday,
February 12, at 7:00 p.m. Then, on Sun-
day during regular service and Sunday
School times, African missionaries Ste-
ve and Sharon Entwistle will be sharing
with our church. We are also encourag-
ing life groups and individuals to com-
mit to pray regularly for one or two FBC
supported missionaries over the coming
year. Thank you for your commitment
toward missions over the years, and for
years to come!

Steve and Sharon both grew up in

(Continued on page 2)



C , 33 )

(Continued from page 1)
Africa as “Missionary Kids.” Sharon’s parents worked in
the Central African Republic (where God has now sent
them to minister!), while Steve’s parents served at the Rift
Valley Academy—a school specifically geared for educat-
ing missionary kids. Steve and Sharon met at this very
school, dated, and then broke up in college. But God
brought them back together again after college when they
both were serving as single missionaries in Kenya. The
rest of that love story is history, and now there are three
great kids to show for it: Micah (16), Krista (14), and Josi-
ah (11).

In 2000, Steve and Sharon set off for ministry in
Mozambique, where they worked for 11 years amongst an
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gives Himself to us in Jesus’ name. When we get distract-
ed and off course, which is most often because we have
become self centered, self righteous and self reliant, Jesus’
prayer brings us both back to the end of ourselves and to
Himself. This is exactly where we learned in the Beati-

without Him, but blessed and rich with Him. Or as we
learned in Joshua, we are strong and courageous with
Him, but weak and defenseless without Him.

So Jesus taught us to pray:
“Our Father who is in heaven”

Thank you for making us your children. As the perfect
father, we admit you alone know exactly what we need.
You give us:

“Hallowed be your name”

Purpose: You’re big and we’re small. You alone de-
serve the honor. Help us to live for your name, your glory,
and not our own.

“Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is
in heaven.”

Direction: We’re lost without You. Please rule and
lead us.

“Give us this day our daily bread,”

Satisfaction/contentment: No person, object or posi-
tion could ever satisfy us except You. Help us to live in
dependence on You all day every day.

“And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our
debtors.”

Forgiveness: Only You were rich enough to pay the
debt of sin we owe You. It cost You the life of your only
Son. Thank you for setting us free. Help us be as generous
and merciful in extending forgiveness to others as You
have been to us.

“And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil.”
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unreached, folk-Islamic people group called the

Mwani. Sensing God’s leading toward the Central African
Republic, they closed their ministry in Mozambique and
moved to Kenya—where they spent three wonderful years
serving at the Rift Valley Academy as dorm parents,
teachers and coach. As the doors to CAR eventually
opened, they finally moved to CAR in September,

2015. Preparations frantically began to prepare housing for
a team of missionaries who Steve and Sharon hope to lead
beginning in August of 2016. The goal of this team will be
to reach out to an unreached people group who are known
for their cattle, beautiful dress, nomadic ways and Folk
Islam.
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Protection: You are strong and we are weak. Please
don’t allow the enemy to draw our hearts away from You
and your love for us.

Even though we’ve come to the end of 2015 and
technically the emphasis of prayer we’ve put on it, we ob-
viously don’t mean to move on from prayer to something
else. If there is anything we’ve learned about prayer, I
hope (and pray) it was the realization it is impossible to be
a follower of Christ without it. When Jesus called us to
follow Him, there needed to be a prayerful response of,
“Yes, I will.” But following Christ doesn’t stop at “yes.” If
we really understand what it means to follow Him, we’ll
know that if we’re going to stay on His bumper we need to
keep Him in our sights, and that requires prayer -- a
constant, habitual, desperate desire to be close in Him.
That is the Lord’s Prayer. Christ died so we could regain
the relationship with Him that had been lost in the garden.
He’s going to give us heaven to enjoy permanently His
close, physical presence. But between the cross and glory
we must intently look to Him in prayerful dependence and
hope-filled anticipation.

Take time to think deeply about what Jesus teaches us
in His prayer about what we really need. And then consid-
er the fact that this is available to us in Jesus’ name. U2
had a popular song in the late 80’s entitled, “I Still Have-
n’t What I’'m Looking For.” The Lord’s Prayer doesn’t
allow us to sing that. We have everything we need in
Christ, if only we’d look for Him. Prayer is doing just that.
Looking not for what we need, but Who we need. In find-
ing Him, we have the purpose, joy, hope, peace, content-
ment and safety we’ve been trying to find. For His name’s
sake, for our sake, and for the sake of those He’s called us
to love and serve, let’s pray more fervently than ever ...
“Our Father who is in heaven ...”
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As Awana gets closer to being over for the summer, I have the sad news of Alvin Westercamp retiring
as Cubbies Director. Alvin has built a special relationship with many of our children, as they light up
with excitement to come up and give him a fist bump or a hug. Behind every great man stands a great
woman. [ want to say a big thank you to both Alvin and Cathy for all that they have done in their 11 and 13
years of leadership and serving in Awana.

We are fortunate to have so many talented people in our church, and I have started to pray that God will
burden the right person to fill this position. If you have interest in being the Cubbies Director, let Alvin or I know. It
would be a great opportunity in the last 9 weeks of Awana for the replacement to be mentored into
getting used to the position.

I have been thankful for Pastor Rodney teaching us about prayer. Here are things to pray about for Awana.

Pray that God is working in the hearts of children and parents as we share about our Savior. Pray for us to not be dis-
couraged and for us to follow joyfully in obedience to what God has called us to do. Pray for our fellow

workers in Christ to have energy, wisdom, patience and love. Pray for us to seek God for answers, support and strength
when tribulations hit. I am thankful for our church family that gives of their time and hearts to disciple our children.

This space intentionally blank. Please see a printed
copy of the newsletter to view the financial report.

GAME NIGHTS 4 )3
Join us for game nights on February 19

and March 20 at 6:00 p.m. There will

Sonrise Service !
be a card game and a board game.

Watch the bulletin for details. Bring a Easter Breakfast !"" #3$!"
snack to share; drinks will be provided. o s IEIUIYE o
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Wednesdays, 6:45—8:15 p.m.

Feb. 10 — Regular Meetings

Feb. 17 — Kids vs. Leaders

Feb. 24 — Regular Meetings Q &
March 2 — Crazy Hair Night %
March 9 — No Awana (School Break)

March 16 — Regular Meetings

March 23 — Family Pizza Night, 5:45 p.m.
March 30 & April 6 — Regular Meetings
April 13 — Fun Fair

April 20 — Awards Night
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Vacation Bible School
June 13 —17, 2016
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This space intentionally blank. Please
see the printed newsletter for a list of
the birthdays and anniversaries.
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